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By ZBPH, SMYTH, 
Preached and publiſhed , to ſet forth the grounds 


why the wicked lay ſuch Crimes to the charge of 
- Gods people, as they are clcare of. 


Andrthey ſaid, Cone let us imagine ſome device againſ} Jeremiah ; for 
Law fhall not geriſb from the Prieſt, noy Connſell from the wiſe nar 
the word frow the Prophet ; Come, Let «s ſme him with the tongue, 
Jer. 18, x2. 

ab alſo they being idle, they learne to goe about from houſe to houſe, 

yea, they are not enely idle , but pratiers ava buſfie bedies , ſpraking 
thing: which are not comely, x. Tim. 5. 13. | 

For the) inconrage themſelves in 4 wiched purpoſe , oy commune of 
laying ſnares provily, aud ſay who ſball ſee them; they fearth ont 

Iniquities, they aceompliſs a bligent ſeareb, the inward thought of 
every one of them and the beart is deep; but God willfbeet 41» ar- 
row as thew ſuddainly, their firoke ſhall be at once 2 they ſhall cauſe 
their ewne tongues to fall wen them. Vial. 64. 5, 6,7, 8. 

Loxdoy, Printed by To: Foxcar for Iobn Retbwell,living in Pauls. Chorch-yard, 


and are te be ſold at his ſhop axthe figne ofthe Sun and Fountaine, 
1a the yeare, 16 48, 
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vhs CE We I Cay. 5 


followers of the Lord. Ieſus Chriſt in ſinceri- 
rity, of the Towne of -Fichem- Adarket, in Suf- © 
. folk , Znen: SMryTH wiſhes the increaſe + 
| of. grace here, and the fruition of glo-. 
ry hereafter. - | - 


Py Ryicnds the moſt wiſe God,whe knowes what 
oY SIN is beſt far bis people, hath ſo ordered, that 
EB Eh b# prople ſhall andergee bad report as. well 
5 We =. as good : for tbe Diſciple # uet above hid 
N " Maſter , nor the Members abyue the 
Q Head ; It was the Portron of. Ieſme 
mn i" Chriff, and therefore-well may befall bu 
followers ; Thewicked will watch for occaſions againſt the ged-. 
<.to make them odtous ; hopeng to jaftrfie chomſetves by charg- 
ing others with ſuch crimes, as they are guilty of themſebues, 
If they bave any juſt e:caficn gruen them, through the fark 
ings of any of G ds people, or the diſcovery off any falſe beart- 
ed Hypecrite, How ds they joy at it; If they bave net joft 
'* occaſion : they will charge them with thrugs that they are 
cleareof 5; The oronnas why they doe it , you may pleaſe #0 
reade 1a the enſuing Sermon , which thangh 1 bave paſſed the 
bounds of madeſtio, to make thus pubitha i12 theſe T _ i@ 
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— _ Torhe Chriſtian Raavan. | 
which the fowmarks of men are fo full, that they oath the be: 
nitg-eombe, aud the word of the Lord as 4 reproach and devifi- 
#n-darhy; yet 1 bate divers Reaſons for it , which I crave 
legvue to conteale 5, Sare Iam, it is a Dofirine ſutable to 
the 11aves, . to 58 both Preached and printed; It concernes that 
finns which cries to Heaven for vengeance; and is 4 great | 
cauſe for Lands trouble , It « truce, 1 have put it forth Nl. = 
wopoliſhed, a5 it mas delivered unto a plaine Auditerie ; a 
and thewgh not (0 large as it was delivered peubliquely; yet A 
here © the ſumme of 1t in briefe; if any inthe peruſing of it v4 
| expeR high ſiraines, aud ſirong lines , aud the words which - 

man's niſedoms teaches. for ſuch Thave labowred iz: Vaine ; TFT 
If it find bard entertainment amongſt them nhich have car- IE 
Wt: 09 Pallets; If 7 ſhould pleaſa men, 1 were not the ſervant 
OW: I of Chrift ;, of it bee hated among lyars and ſlanderours , it 
Mas | & 20 wonder ; For hethat doth evill hateth the light, Ioh. 
3; 20, If any miſlike Teſus Chrift or bit follewers the worſe, 
becauſe they are reprogched in the world; Suth as refuſe 
Chriſt Ioſmwe , becauſe of @ face buſſetted and ſpit upov , may 
want of 8 S&Uigur and Periſh miſerable. ;, For all that will 
live godly in Chriſt Ieſas eli ſuffer perſecution , 2 Tim. 
3- 12. And through many tribulations enter* into the 
Kingdome of God. But if this plains Sermon may but 
learne any Poore ſoule apiece of Heaven , even any thing of ths 
good old way 14m ſatufied 5 1 commit the ſwcceſſe to God, 
|. 288 and preſent theſe lives to you, with my earneſt deſire and projer | 
114 to Gol for you, that you may be ſaved, thengh the neckeft, and © 71 


maſt anworthy of all the ſervants of 1eſws Crip. We 
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The Conſpiracy of the Wicked againſt 


the Joſt. : 
P$AL. 35+ part 11.th verſe. pe 
They Jayd 16'my Charge things rbay I knew ot; 


” 4 


? T 
EARS! « man according to Goda owne hicars and walkedccloſe 


in this Pram maker his cauſe knowne to. God. intreating the Lord to 


And the Proper in. making his mone, ro God , complaines to. God of theis - 


"Re 


A > Whother 
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- 2 The Malignants Þ hot. : 
Vhether we read the words, They asked of mee things I knew nyt 3 Qr 46+ 


gardiag to-whc tranſlation, They layd is, my charge, it bearcFaNoreſence, ad 


therctore I intend not to ſpznd cime abour thac bit haſten 'ro the matrer «== The - 


words bearc this ſence, Dayids enemics did our of cruelty arid malice againft him 
intending him miſchicle, charge him with ſuck things as hoe never did, things 
that he was clcare of; the werds then holding forth a Crime charged upon the 
Prapher they afford th:{e Conſiderations ; Firſt, che perſon charged. with he 
Crime, Dvid. Sccondly, the perſons charging him, Gruell wit oe, falls wir- 
neſſw. Thirdly, the Crime, Cong is got {pecified wha; things _in partigutar 
bur in generall, things which imply fverall chough ſuch ehings as they though 
w—_ prevailed with againſt D zvid. Fourthly, Davids innocency, things that 

mew BOT. . | re 3 5 OE WE 7 

My D6Qgine Tyintend to fill” pen fromj the wotds for mhe;prefent, is this; 

D>8. That it is many tin the; tion "of the godly in ne Iiſe-<s have fach 
Cranes layd to their charge by their Enemics as they are clecre of © 

My method in handling of the DoQring, Goll aſliRing, hall be this, Firſt, to 
prove tliz eruch of the Do&rine by Scripture. Seeondly, ro ſhew you the grounds 
pi whanoe it ariſes, - Thirdly, why God doth parmie ic 3” and fourthly, make ap- 

T6666; V5 701 ki) IIA) Fog t it | 

The ruth of the Do&rine you ſve plaine in the Text, and as in the rexs fo the 
Prophec hath many expreſſions to this parpoſe in the Pſalmes, fee Pſal, 4r- 
Pikhly, my onemies ſpeake evill of mee, ſaying; When ſhall be dye and his name 
Prrifſh. Davids cnamios wore ſo barter agamſt him, that they ſpake ewill of him 


wizhche tongue, 20d nothing weuid ſatisfiz them bur hs life ; whon ſhall hee dye 
ondhi name periſh, Verſe 8, If hee come to ſpeaks wich m2 he flatters bur 1n' 


his heart, he heapech Iniquity, and when he cemrs abroad hee tells ir forth ; 
when rhey come to the Propher, then they flatrer as if they would pomforet him 
and bemone his Condition ; buthated hin in cho heart, and” looke what rhey in 
theic heara did imagine of the Propher thar they tell abroad for truth ; ſo ſee 
Þ/al..r09:; 3. They compaſſed mee about, ſaith the Prophec, with words of has 
wed; and fougly againſt me wichour a Cauſe, what words were theſe living words 
8 appears, verſ., a.* There was malice in the heats ard ic yenred "ar the Tongue; 


when hci is milice in che hoart of a Man or Woman, then they plot which way. 


© make cheir neighbour odiois, h without cauſe ;* And as this was Davids 
Portion, (6 it was Fobs alſo when his thres Friends came co comfort him, in ſtead 
of Comforring of him, they ludge him and Charge him of that which hee wat 
cleart of; as fob 22, 5, Ir wot thre? Iniquity zreat, (ay they, as if they ſhould have 
ſaid; Thou 'ait «great fianer and now God hath mer with thee: it is thy Sinne 


have brougtir this U30n thee: and now Oe tayvs cpa Boy hype iſfie', Bur they 


Charged hum falfly, wr G04 did ir to him 3 and as 1e-was Tobt Portion, ſo 1geans 


a+ pwos norScordree; ſoJerem. 18:18. Thon'they (ayd,comt'ler tis imagine ſome 
device againſt r:4emirh, The Lord by the Prophet prefigures the ruine of the 


Pcople, under the parable of the Porters broken yeſſel! ; and the Lord threatens, 


to depopulne cham, ani to take'away his Ordinances from them , if they did 
peckiitindoing evil i his fighr; They were Þ tnraged gait the Prophor for 
vhiry that they arcreſobred they will boe reveaged on km'; vixn ſayd cheſs Com 
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The Malignanty'P lot, 3 
fer us imagine ſome device againſt 7premiobh, for the law ſhall nor- periſh from the 
Pricſt, ner counſell from the Wiſe, nor the Word frem ihe Proper. Come ler us 
ſzzite him'with the rongue,” and ler wis nor giye heed unto any of his words ;_ as if 
chey ſhould have ſaid, -Whar does hee thigaren tis, Come we will make him as bad 
as wee are, let us ſlander him, Het us'falfly accuſe him, wee are men of credit, and 
ſhall be beleeved wharfoever we (ay of him', let us (mite him with the Tongue, 
and whaj followed you may fing in Cheprer-che 20.th.. And it hath nor onely becn 
the Saints portion tg have ſuch things layd to there Charge as they arc cleare of ; 
bur it” þetell our SayHur Chriſt when hee was here upon earth, in Matth'8: in 
yerſe 3. He was called a Blaſphemer in ygrſe 11, He was called a friend of Publi» 
cans and Sinners, and in verſe 24, Hee was called-a Conjurer ; and if the head 
dog nar fee what can the members goe free, na the Diſciple ſaithCHn mn rs x7 
js nar above his Maſter , did they ner call 10bx Baptiff a Divell, Math.11.18, I 
ray ſee whatthe Apoſtle ſaith, z Cox, 6.8. Wee' ſaich the Apoſtle approve our 
{tres to be the Miniſters of Teſfus' Chrift by honunr and difhoneur, by cuill re- 
pare and gnod report, as decrivers and yer true ; in patiemily bearing bad report 
as well as good report, yhich ew it” is the a Fas of the godly Miniſters gg 
well as People 10 undergos bad report as well ax goed, you ſee the truth of 
the DoRrine is cleare to tnce in the next place to fſhew you. from what grounds 
chis ariſe , thar the Encmies of che godly hould Charg* them with things they arg 


' gſeare of. $ | 
I; Z: on. It ariſes frem the goily-mans ayoyding the wiy of che Wicked ; 


becauſy orhers are nor as bad as themſclyes and walke in the ſarnc way of Iniquie 
ry , tharthey chemmſclves doe walke in, therefore they arc effcaded ar them ; this 
you may fee 1 Pet. 4. 4- They thinke ic range (aith the Apoſite, thar yoe zunne 
nat with chem to the ſamo exceſfe of Riot ; rheretere ſpeake rhey evill of yau, 
that is che ground from whence ir ariſes; ir is a wander ca them, they thinke i» 
ſtrange, asif chey ſhould ſay, Whar ſhall gone be ſaved butſugh as pray,and read 
gnd run after Sermons, and are ſoexa& in their liycs as ſuch and ſych are ; What 


«nat allow ns now and then to ſwcare an Oath, now and then vo tell a lyc, now and 


then to he Neyake, now andrhen to play rhe god fellow ; nap arethey ſaftricke 


' wee will ſmite rhema with the Tangue ; wee are refolyed wo will make them more 


odious then they make us 3 and the ground of it is, becauſe they hayo the way of a 
godly man, . The Prophet D4q vide, exprefſian is , They that reward mee eyill fas 


good ars my Adverſarics ; becauſe I follow goodnefſe, Pſal. 39. 36; Tharir the 


round whence ic ariſes, becauſe I follew gaodnefſe the wicked doth not ſe rauch 
to the finne rhar they ſee 1na godly many for they will approve of the ſane 
finae in their Companiens ; but they ate glad if they ſee any miſdemeanour in a 
child of God rhar they might reproach them, becauſe they labour after thar which 
is good, And hence it comes ta paſſe, If they ſee na juſt cauſe why they ſhould 
reproach a child ef God , thar.chey will jnyent ſameching again chem j rheir 
hearts arg a binet againſt cha of Gadtharthoy fee in thew, | 
A ſecond ground from whence itariſes, ische Hipocrifie inthe hear 3 there is 
ſo much þ pany in the hearts of men and women, what they chinks all ks well 
G yes, they have as need of Repentanee af Refarmarien of life, they 
arc good Men and Women, and _ hearty as good a3 the beſt ; likes the = 
*n NG Es ITED riſer. 
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Sn -* The Molignents Pleb, 
r;/es , juftifie themſctves before'men, Lute 16. 15, burthey are foane ready  - 
ot, Hers , tobe yery wicked and 1n a bad.caſc., The ground ob their judge+ 
19g end condemning of orhers 1s the. hypocrifig , in, cheir heara. ehzy julge nox 
themſelves; the Phg'iſe: had a good opinion of chom(clves, and therctore cone. 
-demacd Chriſt and hi Kpoſtles 3 this, is che Reaſon why people many times ſpig. 
a faulein ansther, ig.maybe where none is , becauſe they 'cannot ſpic out their 
owne,2s our Savinur Chriſt ſaith, Mt, 7.11. Why ſocit thou a moare in thy 
brothers cyc and-perceiveſt not a beame in thy owne 5 'for truly it Poop's would 
ſearch at home, they would not be ſo ready,to condemns others and. jultifie rhem-- 
ſolyes; , +«-;;-; FRAN OO TTES act), | | 

_ Athicdground from whence it ariſes, is the malice and enyie .in the. hearts of 
people againſt rhe godly, if cavie be in che hoarts.of m-n, unleſſe Ged quali. 
te them with grace itwill vent out 3 Saul cnvied Davi, ani ſce what plotyi 
there was againft him , "how was -David.luned up and- downe from place &c 
place ; the Phariſtes.cnvied Chriſt ,' and ſeg hoy it breaks onr into, ation , how, 
did chey repioach bim;end huw ofc did. rhey ſceke occakon, againſt him ; the The 
vill atcer he was fallea did envic manghappineſſe, and acycr. lefc rempring till 
he had deſtroyed the whole rac of Mankind : the .enyious man is -K0t ſacisficd 
unlefic he ſce his neighbour fall, the Tewer cnvied the Prophet, Ter, 18. 18, an] 

&y (ſay , Come let us ſite him with the congue 3 hence it comes to paſſe, 
it the Miniſter of the word touch the Conſcience of a naturall man, and touch 
where it is galled a little, dhe cnyic in che mans heart will. breake our one way or 
Qther,. | | | 


” 


' A fourth ground from whence it ariſcs, is their .zudgi of the godly to be! as 
H evill, meaſures every - 
bolics corne by their owne buſkell. 'You may rememberin the ficft vf ob, when” 


ves, there is many in. the world like. the- 


bad as theanſc 

Lord faid unto Satan , haft_theu ror, confidered my ſervant 18h , there is 
Nene like him on the earth , a jufh and upright nfan , one that feaiech God and. 
cſchewerk evill ; ſayes Satan : Whar doth F9b feare.God for nought, hat nor thou 


bleiicd him with ſubſtance , bur toxch his boly and goods and ſee then it hee blafs- 


pheme thee not to thy face, the Devill knew ho was fo wicked that he would haye 
done-jt; and he judges 185 to be as bad as humſelfe 3 $agi hee did envie David 
in his heart and ſought his life , and he judged the fame ot David , called lum 
his enemy ,. and thought he had ſoughr his lifez for many in the, world arc © 
vilde,, that if they-hay2 occaftans * fiang offered they do® not. refiÞ , and meas 
ſuriag other folks cloath by their pwae yard, ' they chinke gthers will doe fo like. 
miſe ;, hence it.com2s:o0 pale , char choſe thar' are . Adulterers and Fornicators 
chemſelyes , will ſoenct charge others with it, that: are cleare of it , and moſt 
commonly they char are m3ſt ſuſpicteus of the chaſtiry of others are naught. chem- 


ſelvcs, this is one greund of the wickeds eb:rginge the godly with ſuch things as 
2 - - t 


#hey a/e-cleare of, their judging orieryco be as bad as themſelves. 

A fifth ground from whenee ic-ariſcs, is the godlies refuſing vs conſent ro, doe 
thoſe wicked aRions , to which the wicked temp: them, this wes may ſee in 16- 
ſeph, Gen. 49. yth. Toſepb: Miſtcis untices him go commir filchineſle with her,in the 
Cl. yerfe, wee have roſepbe tetuſall, alleadging this reaſon, How can 1 doe this 
gat wickedneffe, and [o gane againſt God , a gracious cxpreflion , and without 
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| The Moalighents  Plgd, 5 
allLqueRion this Foſ.p> had the feare of God before his eyes 4 but what did fgllow? 


ou may ſec inthe toilowing part of rhe Chap:er, ſhze_would violcatly have, ur* 
A ged [aeph i9 commir wickednefic wich her, gar hold of his garment ; but be ha* 
-. ving the fearc of Go4 before his cycs refuſed , and b:cauſe. hee would nov fulfill 
. her wicked defires, ſh: tells her husband , chat [oſeph.came in to lys with her» 
r and ſhee lift up her voyce and then he fled and got him our ; the charged bim with 


y that whick hee was cleare of, beeauſe he did not doe the wicked a& to which the 
d tempted him; ſo che wicked charge the godly mariy times with ſuch crimes as they 
i-- WM wecleare of), becauſe chey conſcar not to due that t» which they are temptcd 3 

| hence-it cam;sto paſle,_ ifa man refuſe to be drunke with a company of drunk- 
of aids , they our of: maltce will be ready ro charge bim with drunkenneſlt ; 
i. MW fo if hce retuſe bad company , an4 frequent the company of the godly, they 
g will be ceady cither to charge him with keepiyg bad company, or gibe at hum far 


to WM holincefſe , onely upon this ground the not conſenting to thoſe wicked aGions ta 
w, IM which chey are cempted. © 
Co A.::*xth ground from whence it ariſes, is the delire of wicked perſons 16 haye 


I itſe , the wicked joy at the failes of Gods people ,. and they deſiic ſuchoccafions . 
d to triumph over them ; Let £5em not ſaich the Prophey , ah ſo would wee have ir, 
F| Pſ.35.25. What would they have ; they would have accafion to rejoyce over him, 
*, WH they would have had that true which they did talſly charge the Prophet wirh in the 
ch Text ; the wicked when they falſly accuſe the godly, they fhew what they would 
or MW haves andourof their defire to have ir ſs they watch the fleps of the juſt ; the 
wicked waicheth the juſt and ſeeketh te {lay him, Pſz. 37. 32. That is che end 
as Wl iy choy watch che ſteps of the juſt, char if ic. be potinle they might ſlay him, 
ry - Wl and theretore the Prophet prayes, verſe the 19. of this 35. Pſalawe, Let not them 


n Wl that are my enemics unjuſtly rejoyce over mze z Ler them not joy over me, as if I 
is were guiley of char which they charge me with ; Ir implies that the wicked will Joy 
id. WM if chey have occafiqn given them; and they are fo impudene that they will rejoyce 
u MW vithouralla, asitchey had a cauſe given them ; theretore ic much behogves..a 


fo - I gracious {piric tg walke ſo exaQ, as the wicked may not have juſt occafion to re- 
{- Joyce over them ; and to deſire of God (o to direR them in his way, as they mighe 
id not occaſion the wicked to triumph, in P/al. 38. 14. ſaith the Propher, They thar 
m intend mee evill calke wicked things and imagine deceit contunually, and in verſe 
Oo" WW thc 15. Hoare me ſpeedily leaſt they rejoyce ever mee ; for when my foot ſlip- 
2 MW cththey wngnific themſelves , as if they had ſaid, Lord if thou now, decft delay 
o. WM help, then my encmies will criumph as if thou haddeſt forſaken mee ; for it is 
rs Wthcir joy, if: chey ſee me halt, and to this purpoſe che Propher prayes, Pſwl. 227. 
verſe 1 1ch. Teach me thy way oh Lord , and lead mee 1n a right path ; becauſe 
of my eblervers, who were thoſe obſervers the Prophers encmics, ſuch as charged 
bin with ſueh things 25 be knew net , as verſc 12, give mee notunto the luſts of 
By adrerfarics, tor there are falſe witneſſes riſen up againſt me., and ſuch as 
[pcake cruelly, And cruly Gods people had necde pray with David , That God 
would leadthem in a right path ; for the wicked joy it chey doc turable , and if 
they doe not ſtumble and give offence ; then beeauſc they would have ir fo they 
will beare falſe witacfle againſt them , az if chey ſhould ſay, wee would hare it 
thy , camg ley us tell jr for a rruch, whether ic be fo or go ; {o that you ſee ons 
—_—STC 6 crougd. 
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The Malignants Pat. 
ground fram whence ir ariſes , that the godly are charged with things which they 
know not is thedeflre of rhe wicked to have it ®s.  _ | 

| A ſeventh ground whence it ariſcs, is the malice of Satan 
hee will falfly accuſe the godly kimſclfe , and he hath nor' lived five thouſand and 
odde yeares for nothing, b 
lets ſome of his eunning ; an they through the cortuption of their hears are ſo 
eraQableto learne the Devils art; that they are VEry cxaR inthus piece of fervicy 
to accuſe the gadlyy an{ charge themwith things that they knew not. ; 
Acighthground from whence ir ariſes, is raſh judgement, the wicked judge 
all to be as bad as ſame, and hence it comes to paſſe if a profefior fall inco a finne, 
they are ready to ſay of all that profeſſe Chrift they are all alike ; when David 
fell; the enemies of Ged blaſphemed not that wicked people hate the finne., for 
they caft allow the ſamefinne in themſclyes they condemne in others ; but they 
are cnemies to true Religion ,. and are glad of any occaſion ro ſprake"egainft Re. 
ligion, (aying, this is your Religion and this © eral ryan ; bur ler mee rel] 
Cuch thus much, thar religion that reach men rs be wicked 18 naught , and "to bee 
.cryc& downe ; and ia ſome cauſes a man may juſtly charge the failings of peo- 
ple upon their religion , as to inſtance, if.[ ſce a Antinemun that denies che mos 
rall Law-to be a rule of lite to a believer , ſwcare , lyc, flander , negle& holy 
duties, I may juſtly fay to ſuch, this is your Religion ; for if they take away thax 
Law: hat forbids ſwearing, and lying, falſe witnefls bearing , and command the 


true worſhip of God 3 then by what Rule fhall ſuch people leadtheir lives 5 far 


it is true, the Law is ended toa believer, asm Covenant of warkss to (ceke right, 
ouſnelle and (alyation by rhe doing 
on for the well ordering of our liyes z ſo that when ſach as deny the Law to be 4 
Rule of life live contrary to the Law ;'T'may juſtly ſay ſuch ateligion, ſuch a 
ons ; andthis might inftanes concerning divers ether Religiuns ; but when 4 
mans religion teaches hum nothing bur kolinefſe, ro give himiclte onely ro God, 
and crie downe all appearance whatſoever, if ſuch a one tall into finne raks heed 
of charging it upen his religion , for God will _—__ ic up at thy hands ; xyeb. 
36. 23. I will ſanRific my great name amongſt the beathen whom yee- hare pol- 
lured ; The heathen charged all the wiekednefſe chey ſeo among the Tees up- 
on their God and-religion ; as if they ſhould have faid, I warrant they have » 

God, anda good religionthat they are ſo wicked ; well fairh the Lord, ar 


yee ſo ready toehargeall upon mee, and upon religion, 1 will be eveli'with you, 


1 will before I have done with you make you to know I am the Lard, and tha 
religion teach my people ne Cuch things z ſoſay1 , you that charge alb the falle: 
of profeflors upon God and upon religion, Gee will be even with you , and hey 


will make you know before he have done with you , that the faults ro be charged 


upon the wickedneſſe ir-their heans and norupon religiunz wp {ſe Gud doth 
now er then diſcover a hypocrite, or now and then ler « deare chuld. of hig tall 
into a finnc, rhis is nora ſufficient argument t fall upon religion, 'and ſay, whe 
would Ve of fuch a religion', except their religion doc allow them in ſuch a 
ons ; then wee muſt know that all rhat profeſſe religian are nor cruely religious] 
for there are many that | 
at owne arthe lefi day ,* Marth. 7+ 31. The ſtony ground mate glorious a 
| ; P86 $M 4 y 


againſt rhe godly, 
ar that by this rime, nay long agoe he taught his ſchol- - 


of it ; bur it is not endad ax a rule of diret- 


preach Chrift, and prefcflc Chriſt, har Teſus Chrift will 
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The Welignanis Flt: 7 
gen cams to nothing . Math. I 3. And many ſaith Chriſt ſhall feeke to enter 
wn I fall nar be able, Luke 13: 24- rheretore the back!lidings of ſome and falls 
of fo.nie is no argum*nt to prove all are ſuch ; for there are ſome God will keep 


by his power through faith to ſalyarion, x Pet. 1. 5, 


Qbjeftien: Bur you will lay why does God permit wicked people to lay to the 
charge of rhe godly ſuch things as they are clecre of, God if hee pleaſed he could 
prevent it, and ſto rhe mouthes of the wicked ; that they: ſhould. not be able to 
ſpcake againft Ins children, | | ws 

Anſwer. As all things worke for the beſt to them that loye God, ſorthis works 
for the good of Gods people ; God doth permir it for the good of his people, and 
thus he fruſtrares the hopes of the wicked , they intend cvill againſt the godly, 
and G & diſpoſes of it for good ; as Joſiph ſaid re bis bcethien, ou mrtended 
evill againſt mec and: G04 diſpoſed of ir for _- z So may wee. fay to (uch as 
taifly fſaader Gods people, you intended evill againt the people -6f God , bur 
God diſpoſes of it for good ; tnere 1s a five fold gobd that Gol brings our of is 
to his people. | 

Firſt, God doth by this meanes humble them,and brings them to examine what 
is amiſle ; ſo chat zhough they be cleare of that crime laid to their charge , yer 
they will chen examine whether there be nothing elſe amifſe berwixz God and 
thergthey will (earch their hears and walke more humble, and cleave more cloſe 
to the Lord. *' | 

Sccondly, God dath by this meanes bring them the oftner up5n their knees, to 
ſceke unto him, to plead cheir cauſe , and to cleace their innocency ;, how oft did 
the Prophet ſceke unts God when the wicked did falfly accuſe him 5 how doe hee 
make his moane at the throne of grace unto Gol , beſccching him to plead his 


'cauſe z and to keep him cloſe in his oy » that the wicked might ' not rejoyce. ar 
[- 


his downetall ; ſo when Gods poople (ees that it 15 that which tho, wicked would 
kaye 3 that which is their joy to ſec the godly fall into ſuch and ſuch a finne; then 
the godly will pray more carnetfly with David, Lord lead mee in a right path 
becauſe of my obſervers ; chen they will be carneſt with Gd to keep them from 
falling into that finnethar the wicked deſire they might fall into, and this is a ſe+ 
cen4 good that comes of it. | 

Thicdly,, God doth uſe the proach of the wicked as a preventing medicina 

aint that erime which the wicked lay wo their charge, the godly have unrenus 
o nature as well as renued, and if God ſhould leaye them never ſo little ro them 
ſclyes, they arc nut their owne keepers, they might fall into that finne which the 
wicked layes to their charge, and every godly man aid woman may ſay when they 
are fal{ly accuſed , -it is Gods morcy char I did noxtall imcothar finne rhey lay to 
their charge z- had God lett me Ki my ſclfe I might have beene guilty of that 
crime they lay to my charge ; and Ged doth uſe wicked peoples ronguos as « war= 
ning again ſuch a finae ; chat when they ſee how the wicked joy ata bratof cheir 
ene hatehing ; then ey conſider, if the wicked thus joy wirhoue a cauſe , whae 
would they dee if they had juſt canfe ;' well, by the help of God this ſhall bes a 
warning to mee for ever to wacch againſt that finnc ; for che time ro come I will 
pray more againk chat particular y A then I kave done, and warch mere againſt 
vat ane then L have dene, through God belp they hall :never have gecafion 


- 
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8 The Hdlighnarits Plat. 

ra rejoyce aver me in that kind ; nuly I verily believe many a ckilg of Godin 
ſay by experience, I ſhould never have prayed and watched againſt ſuck a finm 
'fo much, had net God uſcd the rongues of the wickod as preventing Phyfick 31 
know ngt my ewne heart, but rbat 1 might have fallen into ſuch and ſuch a finge, 
had not Ged by this meancs hedges up my way with thernes , and this is a thit] 


good comes of it. 0 a load i Bf or Dl a ap 

..Fourrhly; Ged doth by this meanes exerciſe the graces in his people by Jus 
them undergoe bad report as well as good report; hee tries whether they wi 

"Eleave cloſe to him in all conditions, as Pſal: 44. 15, 16, 17. Confufion is daily 
before mee, ſhame hath covered my face tor the voice of the flanderer and re- 
buker', though all this is conic upon us , yet haye wee not forgotten thee , n« 
dealrtalfly coneerning chy Covenaurs. 


._ 1 ofh, 
God to be fal 


d, 


a 


them. 


| ed patiently; © © 3 


= 


| i T86, Aaliguarss Flee. 9 
aaaſe ; ſceing they waite for a. apportunity ,- how does it. behoove Gods people t. 
walke exattly , as Go#, 4. 5. Walke wiſcly rowards thoſe that axe, wjrhour .g 
and Eph. 5: 15. Take heed yce walke circumſpeRly whar ccycr others doe , Yee 

that ate children cs the light, yee that are the Loxds redeemed. ones , take heed 
char yee walke cir cuntſpely » walke.[o :s yee may not give juſt occaſion to the 


witkedto" 0)ew vhery mouthes againſt religion. ; 

Buc may ſome ſey, theugh the people of God walke never ſp.exactly, yer the 
wicked will charge them with things which they know nor. 

ft conſider, though they doe, yer it will afford the peace of Conſcience- 

when the cnemie fallly accuſe thee ; truly it will be yery comfortable for a poore 

eee fay in fuch'a condition Þ* Well, they lay to my charge thipgs that 1 knew 


- Secondly', confider it will ſhame your enemies in time when, you walkewhn 
exaRtly '; when they arc found lye:s ard, flandexers, and © backbiters , then 
they will be aſhamed ; and againe thirdly, Such cxa@ walking will in time ftop 
che mourhes of wicked people whether they will or no ; they ſhall in time be dr1- 
yen to confefle , ' well, wee made account to have triumphed over ſuch agne , kut 
new wee ſee wee are miſtaken, as 1 Pet. 2.15, By well doing yee put to filence 
the foolith people ; ſo the people of God by cxatt walking will in Time fGlence 
the wicked. KARE $49 au rn Ta: Ne Gt; ined re | 

The ſecond thing that this DeRrine ſhould teachthe people 'of God , is how 
rocarrie themſelycs asthey ought under talſe reports ; bar you will ſay , How 
ſheuld a child of God carrie himſclfc under falſe reports , ſo as hee may not dis 
ſhonour Ged'in that'condition, SY 

Iaulver, Firſt Gods / vr ſhould beare reproach. patiencly, Ieſus Chriſt is 

e 


a.yety good rg Tre for the Saints to imitate in this, particular , hee did no wick- 
ww neither was there any guile found in his mk » and yer the text ſaith, . 
Matth. 8. That he was called a blaſphcmer , and a fricad of Publicans and fin- 
ners, and'a Conjurer,*and one that caſts out Devils by the help of the Devill ; 
and yer our Saviour Chrift wee carinet find he anſwered one word againe ; the 
ext ſaith, When hee was reviled he reviled not againe,. when be uffered, hee 
threatned not bur conmicted itts him thar judgerh ME knelt » 1 Pet. 3, 23. He. 
rod delivered him up, 14d betraycd him , Pilate condemned him, they ſpir up- 
on him, crowned him with thornes , bare falſe witnelle againſt him, pur him te 
death , and yes hee prayes , Father forgive them they know not what they doe ; 
$o the like wee ſee in grephen, in Aft the fixth,, There roſe up falſe witnefle a- 
gainſt him ; and ſaid they heard him (| 


nk | pede blaſphemeus words againft Moſes, and 
apainſt G od,and yet for all this 7/4 ear falle-wicneſle againſt. bim,and injuſtly 
condemned him death, & toned nin with Rones; He prayed, Lord lay not this 


fn ro'their ckurge , 4 7.59; Theſe arc zood:parternes. for the Saints to fol- 


lew in all their reproaches {ren the wicked ; and there aredivers motives. may be 

tothe gedly as inceuragements to thisdutic of bearing the reproacher of the wick» 
ixft , no falſe reports of men can rake ava Gods. love &, m them, when the 
wicked have villified them wharthey cas , ſpate all es of vil of them <> 
whe rhers odions re others 3 yer fill God Ls ther, Rill God faith, Hee Soy 
ms | oo ke coucher? 
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roucheih you', ,” eoucherh the Apple of His eye, Zech n, 8 And fince chad jad. 


precious in my fight thou werk hotlourable, and I have loved thee ,. Eſay 43: 4 F 


What a cotrifore is this unto a child of 'God, when the wicked have yo. pen 
then what they cart, rhough they (ſhbutd ws which way to.make | 
_ a5 they can, yeuall Tix ploningagain 
cait. 
Sceandly, copfider this is's Heffe afi&ionthen God may lay uponchem ;. [God 


raay trie them with other niacitier of ſuforingsrhen theſe : as ty A Apply, ſaich, -* 
Yee have not; yet refifted/ugto bloud, friving GH pts n# fine ; may.call, bus 
forſake 2 oe hs ent uniler 


Et ts lay downtheir lives fot Cheifts lake, 
, and grace for:Chriſts fke\ und the refmony of a good Conſeitnce;, and 
odly man cannoe beare thele lefle affi;Qions. yo. how, ſhall ikey. beare 

-affi&ions patieritly;" a Ter; 12, 5. If ye ;runne with mens 


and they have wearted chee, how ſhalt thou march th ſelfe with horſes ; So ifrhos, * 
beare- greater SlQiog, | 


canft not beare, lefle 'arlitions | patkanlys how wile 

patiently. When they bare falſe wiimetſe againſt Stephen , hee gid nec br 2a 

= a ruſlhn will dee if they bee axgred,. well , 1 wy. be SErOgry ſucked 
51 wilhave his bloud for this ; as, hee pr lay ne this; 

he? charge ; Did he beate falſe A FAR 

net the golly beare che lefler pa 


Got will one day Cloare their innocency ,if nar in this ] at the dep 
_ 3 at . quran _ wr not an wag in hea 
condemae them when the wicked jud 2,46 | 
ſhall re afd the wicked fall i or A able to wg iS hay 4 
provoke'rthe np 6f God'ro Beare reproaches patiently... IEEE 

+ | >Secondly,fuck as would carry army tn? aright under ale 1 report mm 
humbly; Tr doth norbecomic a gracious ſpirit to-be proud «| 
of that which i is laid ro their Arps, ot; God Dould ive them. od.u 
their enemies; God he teackes the humble, guides. y HE TE be ming the 
humble; and in all tgditivvs it becoines Sainds r6 ,bec [one lpecially. 
_ 5 lieunder reproach: 

y, as hut Ys fo warchiatly; It becoines the god] wwe 


Mo of the: wicked their warking Oh may the < gol 1 ſic: what chey 
would have; I'fce what they woul Kdape t they had re mil}. vile 


more whekit gal that Hy 6 hatetly | 
chabkifuly ;, thankelally vi yoo th 
T4 


Foutthly, ea Eeting's= 
Lot Gerad hy eat - tal , 
In a tivo-Fold reſpec, Firlt, chic God hath hepe chee | 
ou or Erarrs 2h alas, f God ſhoulll leave us never fo lutle to our (el ' 

owne hearts, nee might be as bad as the work of all. Lo war there 
ar ahora raph» 1d RTE 2 mg the wicked as © 


wrt Frorer 1s far” ne Tao ts Ws tha; ace EET 
of God with things which i kg Enojpwk 
they fallly arcyſe any of G 6 people; EE ee ws, we” 


Some Rep 


them canner i rake them out of TG 


ah it : hs ſo \parkeulyy nd thall | 
Thirtlly, lec the godly beare 6 wage] reproaches of gy wicked patency + A | 
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7 be Malignants Plit; It 


© fig 250inkt the th, Commandement ; Thou ſhalt not beare falſe wicneſſ againſt 
he ae It is a fione makes 8 gn reſemble the Devill., the Devill s cab- 


ted the accuſer of the Bretlien, this fianc argues a divellith nature , it is ſycha 


 finne as plainely diſcovers there is Murder in the heart. 


And know thus much, that God heares all thy reviling of his people , all he 
ſecret malice in the heatr', and all thy ſecrer ſpeeches againft any of Gods chil, 
dren; all is knowne.to him , thou wouldR be leth to ſpeak that of thy Neighbour 
if he were preſent, that thou deRt ſpeake behind his back ; bur God heard it theugh- 
thy neighbour did not, and God knowes of all the malice of thy heart 3 and. will 
one day, bring is to light. or ret TY : 

And as God knowes it, {o he takes it as done to himſclte : Jeſus Chrifd is a fel- 
Jow ſafferer wich his people in all cheir wrongs, in all their afMliftions he is affli- 
Qed, Iſaiah 63. 9. And kec thar touches you toueheth the apple of his cxe, Zech. 


\'3. 8. Andit Gedtakethe wrongs dofic to his people as done ro himſclfe ,, woe to 


chem that wrong his people, . 

. Secondly , as confider what a preat Ginne ig, 3s, ſe conſider: what ſhame. will 
follow when God cleares the Innecency of bis rants; What a ſhame it will be 
for people wo ſay, now wee ſee ſuch and ſuch icy hat flanderers, backpiters, and 
whe would truſt them, _ | ; 

Thirdly, confider God will neyer pur it up at your hands, your falſe accuRgg 
of his people, Pſa. 101.5. Him that privily, flangdergch | bis Neighbour. will 
deſtroy. God will be even with them, if they ſeek to deſtroy, therr Neighbour agd 
Gcd he will defiroy them, <p ns Re dio an <5 

Bur wy ſome ſay ; I), but ſometimes we may ſpeake the eruth as well as flander 
them, and whar then, ſhall we hold our peace. . BY ERS 

1 anfher, Firſt ir is a grear finne to accuſe falfly 3 and as ir is a great finne to 
accuſe falſly, fo in ſome reſpeR it is a great ſinne to ſpeake evill of them, chough 


' the things be true-they ſpeake of, 


As in caſe the patty they ſpeake of be abſent, ,and yer chey will ſpeake cyill of 
a man; this is, cliough che thing be cruc, backbiing ; and ſee what ſhall become of 


ſuch, 'P/al. 1.45. 11, The backbirer ſhall not be cftabliſhed upon the earth, ſuch 


a ove may thinke to get &p by his neighbours ruines bur is will net doe z God 
hath threartned he fhall nec be eftabliſhed upon the earth, 

Secondly ,'in'caſe though the thing be truc, yer if the paxtics have been deeply 
tumbled for it, -Jadge themſelyes for it, lye upon. the rack pleagdirg for mercy, 


and groaning underthe' burden of it ; andiis letr in 8 wildernefſe.of ſorrow, ax ſuc 


atime te revile them, and abuſe them for 1batwhich is crue/1/ jris a finne with a 
witneffe, this is 10 adde afliftion yo the aflifed, as Pjal. 69. 26. They dor ry 
ſecure hira whom tkou haſt ſmitten, and adds. ſorrowes to-bim whom thou | 
warns 5 ar ſuch a tive to ſpoake.to the diiprace of another is a finge with, a wite 
Thirdly, in caſe it be a neere frisnd char they revile, as Pſals .41- 9. My fa- 
enliar friend whom 1 crufled, which did cat at my.table bark lified up the Ks 
gainſt mee,” rhough the rhing ſhould bee true , yet When one precends friendſhip 
and flatter to a'mans tace, co they might revile him behind his back without ſuls 
viciop, this diſcovers the eavicinihe heart, and aggravates the ſinne, 
pIEEY ; by | B 3 6s Objets 


13, The Malignants Plot; 


0% , Buſons may ſay,'wee may ſpeake any thing, that þ rrye ; Shall your 

| preciſe people dow waar they Iift, and nv body ſhall comroyle them, peri? 
"LafnGwer, 6 ſo ns cauſes a man may nor ſpeite of the failings of a child of God, 
aid in ſons caafts they may (; Sake iheir failings? ED RON 
Fixſt, a min hath a> -o1ad to lpeake evill'of "hoſe rhings which hee kngycr 
not , inchings thar wee:doe nor kngy are true , and' in things that wee dpe nar 
know whether ever there were any ſuch thing inzended by the partics or; no, wee 
haye nathing to d3e to cond:mn2 ther for,” | wauld faing know by what, rule, 
either from biel wr of nature or grace,a man is tobe conderuned for things tl bs. 
know ner; this if ro rake Gofs plict rs dz he Perrr AF anther: «5.654 


L 


onely char ſearches the hzarr; an hee harh teleryed i3-cq himſelf ro judge. the 


heart; therefore fant Ciritt,''Lidge'hur that yee be not judged, Marrhew 7, 1, 
And God dach ſeverely punifh fach 25:ake his worke- our of Ins hand 4, for wich 
.. what Judgeem*n: ye judge Faich Chriſt, yee hill be jadged, and with whar meaſure 
* yeemretic (hill be m{aſured is you againe, God bids us 15oke to our owne hearts, 
4t he forbids us judging the heacts of others ; - x Cor, 4. 5. Iudge nothing before 
the cime uacill the Lord com! who will lig'iven things. that arc hid in dackencle, 
and if God will dacitwhar hiye 3ny to doe to take his warke out of his hands. 
Secondly, rhe godly are notto be evill fpov en of for meecre trailgics, and infice 
mities, which cither thzy cake little notice ef, or elſe they groxne unjer the bur- 


then of , to ſprake eyill ofthem, or bring a odizm ypon them tor ſech things, ie. 


argues thar there is malice in the hear. .' 


Thirdly, the godly ate notto bEevill ſpoken of publickly by diſcorering a ſe: 


cret , whengche revealing of ic cap no way make for. Gods glory or the gang of 6- 
thers, bur rarhet bring ditkoa6ur to God ; ic doth argue thar that man or woman 
which diſcovers it, is a ſlanderer, and malicious in heart again rhe other partie ; 
for ſaith the wife man, He thus gocth abou as a ſlanderer difgovers a ſcorer = bur 


he that is of a faithfult heart eoncealerth amarcee ,' Prov- 11. 13. $9: they tare. 


branded our to be rae ne rn pa eaalh Fanks 2 PER Ph a ey heart 
when people are glad of antiy rhing coſer ypon the ſtage againſt a child of God, 
Fourthly, eodly are Not 6 ti BS | - 
cold you before, God will nor put it up ar cheir hands, the backbuec ſhall nor_ hee 
eftabliſked upon che earrh. k. ah 2d 5 ag fxg; 
Fifchly, che godly are not to be evill ſpoken of for -x\1eir gaodnefle, their.cxat 
walfing wich God: ;-bart this Þ have ſpoken of already, ud, | 
ſhow you in wharTaulſes the failing of 0ds people may be.ſpalen vf, . 
*- Firſt, when priv ada (14 od ,. but >mai 
All; rlie Lord leſus Chriſt fairh, Mxre. 18. 15; Tell. ahy brother his faulc be« 


eween him'and chee , and if hee heare ago haſt waane thy brother, if hcare. 


thee nottell it rotwo or three; and if he be obſtinare Rill cell jc ra the Charch, | 


pray you markerhe words;otr Saviourdorh nat bid chem goe and tell ſcoffers and. 


yeerers at holineſle of it,that wjil indeayour thereby ro make God & Religion 04i- 
ois; bubcell irs-che Ohatch'that they raiglic come undec che CenCure of Fxcom. 
munication, wariliſuch tim? as they a;tnowledge their fault , and give latisfaRi. 
on to the godiy concerning che crime ; for ler a thing he neyer ſo true af a child 
of God ; they that will ſpeake of it ſo, as to (it upon the Stage co Gods ditha- 


NOUT, 


evill ſpoken of delund their. back , for as T. 


. therefape' I come ro 7 


4 c 7 4 - hy big 7 4) 
will doe io goed ,. but they .comaine obſtjnace. 
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the dj of the Golp:lt , and the prejudice of Acligion ; tru'y it is a 
ey. whe tuly Wart what beloags F, religion of Hemniiriey chic? 5 
Secondly, in chings.thatiare'tyb apparencly"evill', thafis, things thar fre T6" 
open and manifet, 1 tall the Country takes notice uf it ,, then they are to bee 
reproved openly. OF ty wr Bonner Fig 
' Or thirdly, whea'the ſpeaking of thelr fa.licgs make for Gods glory;' and'the 
good of Religion, In theſe caules the failings of rhe Godly may ce ſpok n ob 
ſo as thoſe char ſpeak of chem obferye theſ cantions ; Firſt, thar the probing »F 
his ſpeaking of his neighbour be for reveripe, and adefire to difgrace tle achy' * 
pariic 3 for if theſe be che grounds, though che rhiog rhey ſpeake be wrux, yet rheix: 
end-is eyill, and God wilt find it our and puruſh ir, 1 pray ſee Prov. 24. 17. 
Be nat thou glad when thy Enemy fals, let nor thy heart joy when hee ſtumbles ; 
Jeaſt rhe Lord ſee it and be wrath, and'rurae his wrath fronthim to thee, if God 
will bring chat plague upon thee thar ſhould have come upon thy Enemie, it thou 
haddeft not joycd ar his downefall; Whar doeſt chou thinke Gad will bring upon 
ſuch,as. joy ac the downefall of ſich ar are'to Enernies, | 

Sy » It muſt be ſpoken ar a firand cenyenicnt time , P7ov. 29. rt. A 
foole poures our all his tnind 2g once, bur a prudent man keeperh it urtilt af:er- 
wards, that is, untill a convenient time, untill his ſpeech may bee ſeaſonable ; 
Wards in ſeaſon are as Apples of Gold in piQures of filver ; and.ruly, ſuch in 
the text, are brand<d with folly as'nor ſeafonatle in their talke of the failings of 
the Godly 3 but gyery bodice with them is alike, and all rimes alike for to ( Peake 
of the failings of the godly ; A foole poures our all his mind ar once, 

A fourth Uſe, is for exhortation; Firſt to thoſe that fallly accuſe the people'of 
God, my cxhorfation to you s to repent ef this your wickednefle in time . !leiſt 
you repent ro0 late , Confider-whar great bills of inditement, the great Ged of 
Heayen and Earth wiil bring againſt you at-the great day , when every ſecret 
Plot ſhall be giſcsyercd, Erelef. 12, verſe the laft, God will brin every worke 
to ludgemenc with eyery ſecret thing, wherher it be good or eyill , Gon will you 
be able to ſtand chen when the Loxd ſhall judge beween thee and chy neighbour ? 
for this Tudge he will judge according to kewwledge,and righteouſly, Magiſtrates 
may bee ſo exrrupt as they may juſtifie the wicked and condemne the luſt ; and 
take part with the wicked againſt che people of God ; but God will bee a upright 
ludge , he will judge according to righteonſnefle bzrween man and man, yea, he 
that inhibics Kings to wrong his people, P/al. 1by. r5, Hee ghen will Indge 
berween Magiſtrates and his people. ' - 

Secondly, be exhertcd to repent of it, face forſake ie Zand becaulc it is ſo be- 
wiching a ſjnne, as that when a man or woman is onoe iccuſtomed eo it, it is a 
hard marrer to refraine it, I hall propoynd co you the meanes you arcto uſes. as. 

cle rn ogy #4 | $ you, are 0 ie 

tver you would ayoid this fine of flangerivg.yqur. Newghbour, ne: 
fi: hadgs of God to ſhew thee the vileneſly at thy heart in this particular 
finne ; Icie ſuch a Fane as makes a man hike the Devyill ; 2a finnc thas brands & 
man or woman to be wicked , a finne nor onely againſt the Meralt Law', bur a- 
gainſt the Law of nature z Such ſhew the nature of Deyills , and wilde .beafts, 
rather they the nature of men, thac will falfly accuſe their Neighbonr and: ſoeke 
the blond of their acighbour ; and ou a range chiog to ſes how common thi 
Y a B 3 whe inng 


\ 


'14 The OMalignants Plot. 
Snne js in our dayes, people doe nor accound it as a eſe z and therefore there "ig 
great necd ts beg ob God to convince thee of the yildnefle of it, =. : 
Secondly, deale by your neighbour as you would be glad hee fhould deale by 
yon, Matth.7, 12, Conſider thus with thy ſelfe, would I be glad wy neighbout 
ſhould havedealt by mee as L have dealt by him ? would I haye good ro A be 
upen n@ ketter grounds then 1 have accuſed him of a crime , hee fhould have gc» 
cuſed me of the fame crime, | PICORE Av #5 tho rf, we 
' Thirdly , another meanes to avoid this finne , is to avoid idlenefle z for Idle 
nefit is the rooce of this and many orher grofle finges ; The idle perſon is ar lea- 
ſure to atrend the Devils bufineſſe z and hence it comes to paſſe there is fo much 
running from houſe ts houſe with cales and falſe reports as there is ; becauſethere 
are ſo many idle perſons that are at _leaſure to attend upon the Devils bufincfie, 
And truly I thinke there is ſmall reaſon, why any fheuld credic whar the 1ale;per- 


fon ſpeakes, when the Apoſtle exhorts the Saints, 2 Thefl. 3. 6. Townhdray 


themfelyes trom them; and in the-zoth, verſe flatly commands, That if chere be 
any will not worke that they ſhould nor ear y and verſe 11th. ,For wee heare there 
are ſome worke nor ar all bur are buſie bodies , buſie in'medling with other folks 
matters , as 1 Tim. 5. 13; They being Idle learne to goe from houſe to houſe,yea, 
they are not onely idle bur pratler ang 4» bedics ; Theſe are the fruits of idlenefſe 


running about with tales and lies, and flanders , and therefore the way to avoid it 


is £9 avoid idleneflle. | | Re” 

' The fourth and laſt meanes is , if thou wouldelt net falfifie or unjuſtly apy way 
accuſe thy Neighbour, then ſcarch thy ewne keairt firft, and fee what is there ; an 
ſo I come ts the uſe of Exhortation in generall, as it concernes both the godly 
and wicked,be all hence cxhortcd to take heed how you receive falſe reports of the 
zodly ; For we muſt know, it is as great finne co receive fallt reports as 66 devil 
thetn, and tell cheay forth, Exod. 23.8. Thou ſhalc net receive a Jie tale nor put 
thy hand with the wicked to be a falſe witnefſesz God have forbidden the receiving 
of a falſe rale, as well as the telling of ic 3. wee uſe to ſay of theeves that the reccis 
ver is as bad as the thiefe ; ſo the talebearer is as bad as the rale teller,nay wore, 
for a man mapbe a thicte without a receiver, but there canbe' no talebearer with- 
out a receiver.;. the hearing of falſe tales as well as the telling of them. is abamina- 
' ble unto the Lord , and i. is a hgne that ſuch men and wonien are fliers and dif- 
ſcmblers themſelves that receive falle rales, Prov. 17. 4- The Wicked heed fall 
ligs, ana the lyar hearkens co falſe lips ,* 1 pray marko who they be are fo readie 
to receive falſe tales, the wicked, the liar 3 and.on the contrary it is a marke of x 
child of God,” P]al. 15« 3; Hexhar ſlapdereth not with his tongue, nor doef eyill 
ro his neighbour , nor recejyes 2 talle report againſt his neighbour, hee that dog 
fo aridfo thall bs a Citize of, $ion 7 pn. ing is not wo {lander gr receive 8 
flagder ; an4 onthe cont ry hey hens rel) falſe rales , and the' that dlighs if 
hearing then ti2ll be exctude] this Citis of Syon, Kevel- 22.15, Without ſhall 
be dogg, inchanters, whoremengers, murderers, dolacers, and whoſveyer loveth 
and makceth lies, I pray marke, not onely thoſe that make them, or thele thatde, 
viſe them, but theſe thax love to beare them told forth. x 


FFruly 1 fpe Ifhigl rjegd jo echice argument to Gods people byrcheſe to ro 
oi tiflebeaters , the heft 7s; T86 der {ngh people are very defiriiRtizero a zl 
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Skilfull I eacher. 


x4 


P$AL. FI. 13s 
Then ſhall 1 teach thy wayes unto the wicked, 


by 


His Pſalme is Davids penitentiall Pſalme, in which after 
Nathan c»meto him and reptoved him ter his finae of 
murther and adultery ; he confeſſes bus Gane and petitions 
ro God for mercy for himſelfe and the Church; for him» 
ſeifeto virſe 18, And for the Church to the end of the 
Pſalme ; In che firſt part of the Pſalme wee have his cons 
feon of his ſinne, and his Perition ſor pardon to the 8th. 
verſe; In which wee may take notice of the Prophets dila 

eaſe; viz. A wounded ſpirit for finne. Secondly , thas 

he ſecke for as a ſpeciall remedie to cure this diſeaſe, Is finne-pardoning mercy, 
loving kindnefle , and multicude of mercies ; The Prephet knew his fnne was 
great and acknoivledged it te be ſo ,” ard therefore hee calls for much fin-pardg» 
ning mercy, intreating the Lord to waſh him throughly trom all his finnes , ad 
eſpecially from theſe foule finnes of murther and adulterie. 

Ged doth ner onely wound the Spirits of his people for finne artheirfirſt Con- 
yerfion; but alſo if afterward they fall into finne as did David , be brings them 

ck againe through a wilderncfle of ſorrow to comfort. Peter denied his Ma- 
ſter-after, Converſion z- God brings him te his comfort through the tivers of bic- 
er tearos,, hee wept bitterly 3 and doe wee nor fee the like in David ; I doe nor 


oo lay 


25 The Skilfull Teacher, 


Cay heir finnes after Converſion (eperates. hem from the Love of GoJ , for no- 
thing oan ſeparate true belcevers from the love of God, Roms 8. 38. Bur though 


th:ic finncs cannot ſeperare them from Gods love , yet they may deprive them | 


of the coinfortable injoyment of the light of Gads countenance , and God ordi- 


por yas cher.through a wildernefls of ſarrow to the fight of ic againe 5 of 
coſt 


em-many 2 prayer and teare , manya figh ourot biucrieſſe of Spirir, Ay 
"David, who plcads for pardon of finnc , anicaracttly gefires God would afface 
him of kis pardon of his finne before he had the comfort of it ; for though Na. 
£52 faidco him when hee ericd our T have finned-; thy finae 25 pur away from 
| thee, thou ſhale nat dic; yerthe Prophet cricd our of the birternctfe of tis foule, 
and went up and dawnc with a hcavic heart a loag rime bcfore hee had the come 
forrof at; as _ by his prayer, were the Sch, Make mee to heare of joy 
and gladncfi: that the bones which thou haſt broken,may regoyce 3 Davids lintull 
caraall joy proved the breaking of hls bones , ar laſt rhough flagc be firecc ar the 
commirting, yetihe Jath thac tollowes will be as bitter as gall and warmewood ;, 
Well might the Prophet hays ſaid,Oh! accurſed bethat pleaſure that ends in ſach 
paine, that procures ſuch ſorrow, and hinders me of ſuch joy ,, as now a drop of 
at wonld be berter ro mec then a whole Werld ; though fin hath broke wy bones, 
yet adrop of that Ioy would cauſe chem to rejoyce —=and in the 10th, verſe, The 
Prophet praycs tor ſanRitying grace , hee doth nar encly pray for pardoni 
grace bur purging __ 3 Create in. mee a cleanc heart, a fincere Conyerr vil 
nor engly deſire to be juſtified buzto be GnRified ; robe holy as well as hippy, 
ro have the power of godlinefle as well as the forme 5 Ay if the Prophet ſhould 
have ſaid, Lord, I doc neroncly defice ro have my finncs pardoned bur my heart 
purged; my heart is filthy and polluted 3 Oh oreate in mee a cleane heart 5 
In the 11th. verſe, He peticions for deliverance from that Iudgement char fell up- 
on Saxl ; viz. RejeRtion, Caft me not away from thy preſence ; as if hee ſhould 
haveſaid, Lord, my predeceſfour $41ul; hee finned/againk thee and thou didft ce. 
Jet him for a King 3 and if thou ſhouldſt rejze@ mee, and ſay ; becauſe chat Dg 
wid hath done this I will-reje& him, he ſhell be King no longer ; hee ſhall rule 
the people no longer, thou wort juſt and rightcous,but ohcaft mee noraway trom 
thy preſence, then inthe c.2rh. verſe, He prayes for that ancient com 
fort he ence injoyed ; Reftore to mee the jay of thy Salyation , the word Reftore 


To mee doth implie, that the Prophet once had ir and now had loſt it; whenee we. 


may obſcrve, thar though ſinne doc not deprive the godly of Heaven, yer ie will 

, 'Geprive them of their joy for a time ; Sinne will briag a child of. light to walke 
n darknefſe and t9 cc no lightof comfort , asthe {oule hall bee conftrained-to 
fay, What haye Fro doe any mere with Idols, Hofta-14. 9. If theſe ſorrowe 
-and afflitions and horrours be the effe&s of finnefull joy , What have I to doe 
with finne, I will ceturne to my firſt husband, for at that time was I berrer then 

- mo Oh reſtore to mee the. joy of thy ſalyation , and eſtabliſh mce with thy 
free Spirit. | 
Secondly, hence wee may obſerye, that when a ſoule is ſenſible of the abſence 
of che light of Gods countenance, it is reftlefſe untill God ſpeake peace ; hon 
reſtleſſe was the Spouſe in ſeeking after Chriſt, Cagt. 3. Mow reRtlefle was the 
man, Pal, 88, How reſtlefle was D4vid in the abſence of the light of Gods 
Eouts 
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Countenanxe, hee waſhes his couch with his tearcs, kis moyſRure was turned into 
ee drought of Summer, he reared all the day , he bewailes his finne, hee cries 
our ; Make mee to heare of joy and gladaeſic, reſtore to mee rhe Joy of thy Sal- 
vaion ; Hee ſers a high pricc upon and accounts is bene then bite , 2/al. 63. 
3. Hee promiſes chat it ever God will ſpeake peace to him hee will walke 
more cxaQly for the future, as in thetext, Then 2iff 1 teach tranſgiefſours thy 
wes 3 as much 2s if hee huuld have laid, Lord df ever theu wik ſpeake peace 10 
my foule, iS ever thou wilt we out of thefe Qraites any ſinnes have | ncebe 
mer into , Lotd H excr thou wils pardon os forge and reccive mace inte faygiur, 
then | thalll be ableto teach and infimuR ochers experimentally, 1 thalf bee a 
faire warning roothers to avwyd the like finnes I have commirtcd ; and 1 fhould 
be able to comart orhers in the like diftrefſe T am in. 

Then Jba# 1 teach, The Scripture makes mention of the xexching of God , the 
__— Chriſt, and the eeachings of the Spirit, both ordinary and exaracrdi- 
nary ; loofche ceackings of men, uch as are.good or bad, fuch as tcach the word 
of the Lord fairbfully , and ſuch as teach tantaſics of cheir owne braine and lycs, 
anddcluſions ; Argonght menthere are two ſores of Teachers ,ſuch as are block 
Teachers; and Private, that is, ſuch as inflru@ their Families and Nei IS, 
23 oceafion is effered in che wayes of God, though nor in a publique Minifteriall 
way, 8s they, that are ſer apart ſor rhe | _ Miniftcrie, { finde not in Scrip- 
zure that D avid tooke wpon him che Onfice of the Prieft or Levices , and ravght 
publickely as thoſe ſer apart for the worke ; Then the Queſtion is , what hee 
meanes by teaching here, when he ſaich, Then will Ireach- 1 anfwer, The Pro» 
pher David caught in his Family, 3 Sams, 6. 20. He returned from dancing be- 
fore the Arke <0 blefie his houſe , chat was, to pray with them and inftrut x rs ; 
Secondly, as a King, occafienally by inftru&ing his Subje&s as occafion was 
offered, P/ul. 40.'9- I have declared chy rightcouſnefſe in the great Cengregati- 
on; and thirdly, Me raught as a Prophet, infallibly inſpired and moved by the 
holy Ghoſt ropen part of the holy Scripture. The duty of reaching lies upon c- 
very Maſter x; a Pamily co pray with them, and Catechiſe chem, and inftrut 
them in Gods wayes , according to that abilitie God hath given them 3 
though nor the like duty as a King , as David did , or as one infallibly mſpired 
now as David was then ; Neither doth this text prove as ſome grofſely imagine, 
that all believers may teach in a publique Miniſteriall way ; for if all be Teaeh- 
ers, Who ſhall be caught 2. But the ſenſe of the text runnes thus 3 then , if God 
will reſtore to me the joy of his Salvation , and bring mec oue'of theſe ſtraits, 
then I ſhall according to my place cxperamentally fhew ro others how bitter finne 
is, and how good God is in pardening finners , according uo the exprefion of 
the Propher, Pſal. 66. Come all yec thay feare the Lord, and I will tell you 
what he hath dene far my ſoule, 

In the texr wee have Davids iſe, and Davide Prophocie ; his Promiſe, 
then will Iccach; his Prophefie , and ſinners ſhall bee converted unto thee ; 
or here is the dury hee bindes hinaſelfe ro perfring, and the ſuecefie hee promiſes 
ro himfelfe, that which wee arc to inſift upon, is the duty which the Prophet 
binds himfelfe ro rme, in which conſider ficſt chat it was, = Teach; 

Sccendlv, the DoGQrins, he will teach =m=m the wayer, that is, Gode wayer. 

C3 : Fhirdy, 
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Thirdly , the perſons he will teach, ——— the wicked, 

Feurthly, the rime when hee will reach, - : 
when God ſpeakes peace to him, and refliores ro him the joy of his Salvation,then 
hee will ceach pthers ; from whence in the firſt place wee learne this point ef Do» 
Arine, That thoſe perſons whoſe ſpirits God have wounded for {inne, and after, 
ward reſtored to comfort are beſt able to reach and infiruR others 3 Then will 2 
teach ; as if he had ſaid; then ſhall I bee able to reach from my owne experienee, 
It 8 thoſe thar are taught themſclyes are beft able to reach othees ; 


might himſclfe, nor able toxcach himſelfe is not fitreteach others : When they 
art converred ſaith Chriſt to Petey , ftxengrthen thy Brethren, Luke 22. 32. As 
If he ſhould have ſaid, Peter, when theu haſt experience of Gods goodnefle thy 
{=Ife, thou wile be able to teach others ; then firengrhen thy weake Brethren, 
Thoſe that God hath brought under the terrours of 

the terrour of the Lord will from their owne experience que: others with it, 
2 Cor. 5« 11, And they having comfort from God ace beſt 

Who comforteth us ſaith the Apofile in all ourtribalarions, thar we might be able 


eo comfort others, ». Cor. 1. 4. As much as if hee ſhould bave-ſaid, untill a man 


have experience of Gods goodnefle himfelfe, hee will not be able to comfort an- 
other, ; and ihe expericnce of Gods goodnefle makes a man able from op cg 
ro comfort others ; therefore God comforts his in all chear tribulations that they 
might be able to comfort others, ' : 

I.Reaſpn of the point is,bocauſe ſuch can teach others experimenrally ; for the 
Eerd haying ed Gs eyes, and ſhewed chem che horrible fltkhinefle of 
fiane;; what Monſters they ace, how by nature they are children of wrach, EZ ph. 


2. 3« . That they have defaced the Image of God, and havyc the Image of Satan ; 


that they. lie in their bloud and filthinefle , Exechie/ 16. 8, And ſhewed them 
the fountaine of Chriſt's bloaud , Zechariab 1 3. 1, Inthat day there ſhall bee a 
Sountaine opencd to the houſe of David , and the Inhabirants of reruſalem to 
waſh in, for: fine and:tor uncleannefie; and made them runne to this tourtaine 
mw D4vid, Purge me , waſh mee ; they can experimentally declare akis ro 
others, | / 
Secondly, they know by experience what folly and tnadnefle it is cs runne on 
in; the waycs of finne, .and they can informe others of it; Paul hee had found the 
ſervice of finne a fruitlefic ſervice hinſelfe, anil hee appeales ro others, whether 
chey had nor found. it ſo alle, as Ron. Ut. *Whar\frut found yee /in theſe 
things whereof yee are.now afhamedz T hofe chat know the folly, and madnefle, 
an truirleflenetſ in the ſervice of finne , they can experimentally linforme - 
thers, | | 5 pw IM 
Thirdly, they have tele the burden of finne-themſelyes , and they can des . 
i ropes oh what a preſling burden finne is 3, finne 'is ſacks a burden. as will | 
finkerthe foulejt,in-bes not. dapurdened ; When th" weight: of inte opprefied 
Davias Conſcience, hce,cryed our, My inguities —_ over my head; they are 
2 birden coo heayie for mee to beart, P/2l, 38.4. When the Lord.mtcnds good 
to the foule, hce laycs the, barden of finne upon the Conſcience, char ir nughc 


runne to Chriſt who oncly can caſe ix; Who alſo invites ſuch to come to _— 
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Adth. 11, 28. Come untromee all yee that labour and are heavie Iladen,and I wiil 
eaſe you. Yeethat labour under the burden of finne , and: cric helpe , I flnke, 
I periſh, I periſh, them Chriſt eaſes , and then they can tell their triends and 
Neighbours experimentally fine will preſſe the finner, if ever God intend good 
to the ſoule here ; for cg ſome are preſſed with the burden of it more then ©» 
thers, yer all feele the burden of ir in ſome meaſure ; and if chey feel nor rhe prel- 
ſing burden of finne here for their good , it will prefſe them to hell for ever with- 
our hope of recovery 3 and theretore, woe to thoſe men and women that lIeſus 
Chriſt eaſes not of this burden. 

Fourrhly, they hare been made ſenfible of their ſpirituall bondage, and ſer. 
vitude to ſinne and Satan ; A manthat hath been in Captivity, and made a (lays 
to his Enemies, can tell by experience whet bondage and captivity is, We are all 

nature bend-flayes to finne and Satan 5 we were borne {layes and haye lived 

aves , a worſe ſ[very then the Turkes or any other Nations ſlavery ; but natu- 
rall people are not ſcnfible of ir 3 Ir is thoſe that have been made ſenſible of it 
that can beſt informe others aþour it. 

Fifthly, they have raftced rhe bitterneffe of finne , and they can declare to 0- 
thers what bitters fruics finne brings forth ; though finne be in the mouth as (wee 
as honey, yer in the belly ir will be bitter ; afierwards it brings  bitterneffe ; Dae 
vid found it true by experience, when kee crycd eut,my finne 1s cyer before mee ; 
Eycr whea I lie downe and when I riſe up, where eyer I am, or what ever I doe, 
my finne is ever before me, my Conſcience alwayes accuſes mec, 1b found finne 
buter alſo, 196 13. 26- Thou writeſt bircer things againſt mce, and cauſett mee 
wo poſſcile rhe finnes of my youth ; God brought his finne to remembragce, and 
his Conſcience accuſes him, this was bitter ; 'rhou wrizeft bitter things againſt 
mee ; Sinne will cnd in bitrerneiſo ; Behold'ic is an evill thing and bitter to fors 
ſake the Lord , fer. 2. 19. It will make the inner co mourne in birrernefle, Zech. 
Iz to, They ſhall mourne for him and be in birernefle , they may pray in bit- 
ternefle, heare the word in bitternelſe, not finde one word of comfort in the Or- 
dinances ; they may thinke upon God in bitterncfk ; faith Davia, 1 thoughe ups 
on God and was treubled, I prayed and my ſpirit was full of anguiſh, Pjal, 77.3. 
Though hee thought upon God and prayed to him, who is the ſoules life, comfort, | 
joy , all in all, yer he was croubled ; So the poore finnev may pray and be trou- 
bled, heare and bee troubled , read and be troubled, leoke up to Heayen and b:c 
troubled, thinke upon God and be troubled ; Like a Mariner in a forme, when 
hope failes of afetic he cries oat, Whar thall- I doe ? I linke, I periſh. So ſayes 
the ſoule in the bitiernaſle of ſpirir, [ finks and periſh, I am damned, my Con« 
ſcience thar is a ro!le, wherein is written Lamentations, and mourning, and woe ; 
Now [ ſee by experience, it is an evill thing and bitter to forſake the Lurd. Now 
that ſoulc that hath crafted the birteracſlo of ſinne can experimemalſy reach 0+ 
thers how bitter finne is ; A man that hath indured impriſonmens ; or that hath 
indured fickneſſecan beſt tell what it is; A man that hath had the Pox or the 
Plague, and recoverad it, can experimentally tell what ir is. So they that bave 
feen the plague of hard hearr, the plague-ſore of finne, they can beR declare to 
hers the buterneſſe of tt, SLRS ET £412 

6; They havetaſied of Gods goodnafſe alfo, and they can experimentally ſhew 
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to others how gracious the Lord is , how gracious the Lord hath been to them in 
reſtoring peace to them ; as they have been acquainted with the bixerneſle of 
linne ; $0 with the Lerds comming mto the ſoule with comfort 3 they can expe« 
rimental{y tell others Goddoth ner alway hide his face; though for a time che ſoule 
may look up to the Lord that hides his face,F /a 8.17. Yet he will not hide his face 
alwayes,though the $ pouſe mourne a long time after him whom her ſoule loyeth, 
yet acthe lengoh ſhe finds him, Cane, 3. For a momenr,in my anger ſaith che Lorg,'1 


hid my face, Eſe. 54. 8. Burtwith everlaſting kindnefle will I have compaſſion” 
enthcez and they can declare to ethers how the Lord returned in mercy to them, 


when they were ready ts finke, when hope fajled, and they were ready codeſpaire, 
«5 the Prophet ſaith in the tatherlefle finde mercy, Hiſea 1.4.14. I was faith the 
i2ulc as on fatherleſſc, and motherlefie, and friendlefie , and harbourteſſe, Igps 
yrcheaded my ſclſe.finking downe to hell without kope or help; I feet had ne- 
thing, nor had done nothing that would commend mee to God , and yerin my 
diſpairing condition, when I ſaid ] am caft off, rhe Lord of lis free grace found 
mee a loſt ſheep; A prodigall child that fed upon husks untill my ſoule was ſax. 
ved ; and the Lord drew me te Chriſt , and commaoded his loving kindnefle tg 
take hola upon me , hee overcame mee and made fiok of love to leſus Chriſt, 
And now I ſcethat Chrift is all in all, . the fight of Ged as a reconciled Father 
2a Icſus Chrift, that is, ſoulcefarisfying comfort ; one ſmile from the Father in 
Jeſus Chriſt coumervailcs all the bitternefle I bave undergone.3 Now I thinke 
I ſhould be able to comforr ovhers in the like diftreſſe, and this is the firit reaſon; 
they can teach others experimentally. p 

The (gcond Reaſon is ,- becauſe they are. moſt skilfull ro. miniſter a word in 


{caſon to adrooping foule ;-If a man inquire the way to a place, hee thathath- 


been at that place is more 5kilfull ro direR him then one that either knowes ir by 
kearc-ſay, or by the Map ; They can ſpeake as they have heard or read , bnt hee 
that hath been there he ſpeaks according te knowledge , hee ſpeaks that he hath 
feen;; Aman may teach many profitable truths ro others , and yer never found 


the power of them himlſelfe. - I beat downe my body. ſaith the Apoſtle, and bring 


it into ſubjeRion, leaſt, whalc I preach to others I my ſeltc ſhould be a caſtaway. 
Is it poſlibie for a man vo teach others and-yer not beetaught kimſclfe ; A man 
may preach of the Doftrine of Faith , and Repentance., and Obcdience to 6/ 
\ thers ; Asthe man that direRts the other the way by the Map ; bur hee thar hath 
found Faith and-Repentance, and walks wich God , hee can teach others experi- 
mentally. They that walke in the. way ro Heavenare more $kiltull ro dire awe 
other the way, then they that direct them by hearce-ſay ; The Saints knewes what 
enemies and recks and dangers are in the way to heaven , and they can acquaint 
ethers with them. | 

zſe of the point is to informe us, thar it is yery acceſfary, that they that teach o, 
thers be taught themſelves. Thuu that teachelt another ſaith the Apoftle,ceachet 
thoa not thy ſelfe, Rom. 3.21, Ic is that man that hath groancd under the bun 
den of his ewne lufts and corruptions, ard overcomes them , that is beſt able co 
reach another hew to oyercume his lyfts and corruptions ; Truly a man is nor fi 
to teachas a Miniſter unull hes be caught himſolte to know Ged, and Chriſt ſ1- 
vingly ; nor fic ro adviſe as a Chriſtian untill hee bes navghu i cho Schoole of 
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Chrift ; Were a man taught all the Arts and Sciences under Heavenz were hee 
able co ſpeake with ſuch acutcnefle and Elcquenco as ſhould cauſe admiration 
inthe hearers; yet all this is nothing to the ſaving knowledge of Teſus Chriſt. 
Paul had as good. bringing ;up as anuther , yet hee countcd all asdroffc and 
Jung in compaxiſqn of the excellent knowledge of Chriſt ; Arts and Sciences, 


and parts are necefſary, bur the ſaving knowledge of Teſus Chriſt is the uni- 


um netefarium tor a Teacher ; therefore it is very neceflarie that they that teach 


others bee caught ſayingly the knowledge of Cliiſt, as well as licerally your 
knowledge ot the Lener, | : 

Secondly, it informes us , that if thoſe that are converted rhemſclyes be firreft 
Tnftraments to conve:t others : then how unkic are ſuch tor the worke of the Mi- 
nity as are encmics to Cenycrfion ; . Such as daube people with untempered 
morter , and reach Jics for truth , and crie peacc, peace, when there is no peace; 
Such as diſcourage people rather then incourage them-in the wayes vt Grd, and 
alſo as bad in their {cr examples of drankennefie, Sabbath propbanation, un- 
cleannefle, Idlencfle, ſcaring , and theſe yer are the men cryed up, and highly 
efiecmacd in the world; aye, bur if God account them unkic Miniſters, ic matters 
not what accqunmtthe world hath of chem ; they muſt needs bee very unfitts di- 
re& poore ſoules the way to Heaycn that are themſelves walking in the way te 
Hell; and enemics to thole that walke to Heaven ; Such as refule to walko in 
the wayes of God themſelves , and hinder as many asthey can from walking in 
them, ſurely theſe are unfic to teach others his wayes . 

Thirdly , it theſe whoſe fpirits God wounis tor finne, and after reftores te 
comforg be beſt able to teach others ,, ir informes us that God does bring thoſe 
ſeules hee intends good -o throygh a w:ldernefie of cerrour-to comforr, 1 will 
allure her and bring her into the wildernefle,and ſpeake friendly io her, Hoſea ts 
14. T he Spouſe comes out of the wilderneſle leaning upon her wel-belovcd, Cand 
$.5- Therefore in the next place it is for a uſe of direRjon to ſuch as would 
ſceke unto others in their ſtraites 3 ro make cheyce of ſuch Teachers as are bet 
able to adviſe cheay as neere as they -can , ſuch as can adviſe them experimen= 
tally, The fick man will goe to fuch a Phyfician as hee is perſwaded is $kilfull, 
and experienced ; Wee ould be as carcfull for our foules, re make choice of 
ſuch [pirituall Phyfitians as are 5kitfull experienced mea ; And it renders a mae 
or woinan ſuſpicious, when, in their troubles they goe to ſuch as will daube cham 
up , and fAlatrer them-in rear finne , ſuch as will prophecie peace when there is 
no prace'3 and cannot ;adure them thar deale takhtully with chem, Firſt, conſis 
dr ,an unskilfull uncxpericnced Phyſitian may inſtead of recovering the pa» 
tient make che diſcaſe more dangerous , if this bee thy {oules condition it. is very 


fad. | 
. Secondly, confider when rhe Patients life or death depends upon the 'Phyſiti« 


ans «kill, ifche Phyſician want $kill che patient dies : When thy ſoule is ſich 
than Randeft upon the brinke of erergitic., 1f theu goeſt to unskilfull Phyſicle 
pne thou mayR.periſh for. ever. leſus Chiift i the ſoules beſt, Phytiion , ths 
way ts. be healed 18 ta goe.to him, andre; auke Gounſcll of (ach Phyſicians un 
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28 The Shilfall-Teaches; 
gecondly, as I would adviſe ſuch as are in diftreſſe to ſeeke t9 8 xkilfull Toach 
ar , fo alſo a: neere as they can toone that is tairhfull ; If a Phyfician have as. 
vor ſo much kill, if hee be untauhfull, hee may dec hurs as well as geod with 
his ckill; then above all make ſurc of a faithtull Phy fidian for the ſoule ,. ons 
that will faithfully applie che word to thy ſoule ſurable to thy condinon , whether 
it makes for rbes or againft thee 3 one chat will bee 11 in keeping ſecrey, 
It becemes not a faithfull Miniſter to diſcloſe thoſe ſerre:s that wounded ſpuiy 
reiare tothem , but rarer to pirie them, and pray for chem, and adviſe rheiny 
this is the ducy of a Phyſician that is faichfull , and fuck Phyficzans fick ſoulg 
ſhould ſeek unto for advice. I Now come to the ſecond DeQrine : Then ſhall 
T-rcach, Whence wee learne that when a man is once cenvertced himſelte , beg 
will endeavour the converſion of others ; If hee bee a Miniſter, when hee is cow 
erred hiafſclfe, wha paines will he take co convert others ; hee will pray and 
ſtudy, and ſweat, preaching the Word in ſ.aſon and owt of ſeaſon , hee will cog 
fider Chriſt have diced to bring home faules ro God; and ſhall nor F whem he 
hath ſct as a watchman over ſoulcs, Rudie, and ſear and travel! in birth , cill 
Chrift bee formed in them, yea, and-beſcech rhem in Chriſt's ſtead te bee recog- 
ciled unco Gad, 2. Cor. 5. 20. | | | 
What mcane the fairhfull Miniſters preaching the word in ſeaſon, and our. of 
ſeaſon , their reproving, rebuking, exhorting ; net as carnall ptople ſay rhy 
Miniſter beare us'i[l-will , and therefore hee reproves us and threatens us with 
damnation and Indgemenr ; ao, bur becauſe they would faine bring heme ſouley 
to God ; they are converted themſclycs, and rhey defire che Converſion of & 
cthers; ſo priyace Chriſtianz, when God hath once convereed them , they will 
take paines to convert others . When ChriRt cold che woman in gobn 4+ I har by 
was the Mefies , ſhee left her waterpor and water to goe call others co {& 
Chrift ; When God hath converted the husband, hee will indeayour the Cor 
verſion of his w:fe', hee will pray far her and inftruR her in the wayes of 
God , So when God hath conyerted che wife, thee will endeayour the Converſe 
on of her husband:; So converced Parents will pray tor their Children, and in- 
ftruR chem, and undeavour their Converſion , and with, oh! char the Lord 
pyould grancthar my ſonne nc daughter might live i his fighe ; and they will in- 
deavour the Canverſien of their friends and Neighbours, they wilt pray toe 
them, and adyiſe and counſe!l them, and mourac over them , and intice them 9 
that which is good, ; | 
"The Reaſon is , becaufe ſaving grace will nor be Idle, ir will a@ z grodnefh 
inof a ſpreading nature ; Panl, when hee was convertcd himſelfe , tee wha 
| = he. takes to convert others ; bee will with=hold nothing thac is proficable 
tor the good-of ſoules, When qgrimpa ſaid to him, 47s 26; 29. Almoſt rhog 
capers mce co be a Chriſtian, hee ſaid, | would © God char nor onely chew 
ut all char heace me tits day were noc almoſt bur altagether ſuch a» am, except 
bends; his delice was , thac all char heard him m is bo cruly conyerted;;- yea, 
"hee did ſo earneftly defire the Converfien and Sa[vatien of his Brethren , Mk 
Countymen, that Koment 9. 2, Hee could have withed hinaſelte accurſed from 
Chriſt, thacrkey iwight have been ſaycd. So [oſV ue, hea was gegrerced and fol- 
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The Skilfull Teacher. 
Jowed God conſtamcly himſelfe, and hee reſolves with his Family to ferve the 
Locd: So Abrabim will tcacithis Children after him the way of the Lord, 
Ges. 18, 19. | know 4brah.m ſaith the Lore, that hce will reach his children, 
and bis houſhold after hjaito keepe the way of the Lord, What is the Reaſon 
acti is of a ſpreading Bate? True grace cannor in this ſenſe bee hid ; 
h all be nor-Gold that gliſters, yer true Gold will glifter. Yee are faith 
Chritt, che-light of the World. A Cite ſet on @ hill eaanor be hid ; True grace 
where it is will diſcover it (elfe, 

I, U/e, Is it fo that ſuch as are cenverted themſclves will indeavour the Con; 
verfion of others ; then what an eyidear figne is it, ſuch are net converted them. 
ſclves as indeavour netthe Converſion of others, bur racber intife them to ſinne ; 
co Swearing , Drunbennef , Sabbath prophanation, lying, {Iandering ; Yea, 
What ſhall wee thinke of ſuch as are Enemies to Converſion > ſuck as {coffe and 
feere at Converted people ; Surely (ich are farre from faving Converfion, To 
encer into particulars , Doe we ſec Dlajefſtrates inftcad of puniſhing ſinne , and 
fanding up for ſinne ; negleC to ceforme themſelves , and negle& to reforme 
intheic Families z bur ſuttcr rheir children and (eryants to lie oft , and flander 
and abuſe the people of God; yea, it may bee to ſcafte at them behinde the 
doore ; Doe we ſee them inftead of {citing good examples tet bad cxarmples; in. 


"Hieadof — for the furtherance of the Goipeli hinder it what they can, 


by op pefing godiy Miniſters 3 and plcading for ignorant forriſh ſcandalous Mi- 
niſters, (wearers, pot.companions, drawers oa of ethers ro finng with greed: 
nefle ; Whatſcever their pterext is, if according i@ the words os our Saviva: 
Chriſt, we may judge of che tree by the truit , un is evident fach Magiſtrates are 
66 {incere Converts. 
$0 fuch Minifters as daube people with untempered morter ,. flatter them 

in their ſiancs, (ad the hears ot the righteous, and ftrengrhen the hands of the 
wicked ; tcach nor the people the difference berwixt the holy and prophane , ac. 
cording to Eyelgel 44. 3.3. Perſccute the faithfull Minifters of the word ; and 
inftead of exharting people to pray in their Families , and to read the werd, 
ſcofte and deride ar them that doe ; ſure ſuch Miniſters are not ſincere Converts, 
for if thay were conyerted themſclycs they would endeayour the Converſion of 
dthers. ==. So ſuch private perſons as negleR prayer in their Family, ceading of 
the word , inſtruRing the ſoules committed ts their charge in rhe wayss of Gad, 
are contene t@ vemure their owae foules, theis Childrens ſoules , and (ervante 
ſwules uader a ſoule-ftarving Miniſter. Tr 1» evident theſe are not ſincere Con» 
verts ; for if they were traly converted themſelves, they would ſer u p che worſhip 
af Godin their Families , they would defire the Oxdinances of God in the 
puriy z As new borne babes they wortld defire the ſincere milke of the word, 
tharthey might grow thereby, 1 Pe8, 2. 3. They wenld inquire where Chrift 
aiviable are thy Tabernacles oh Lord God of Hoſts, my ſoulc longerh, yea, 
add fainterh for the Courrs of the Lord , my heart and my flcth cryeth our for 
the lying God; And 1 had rather bce a doere keeper in the houſe of God therd 
tw dwell in nhe refits of the wicked, pſal. 34. They would. bee caretpll of their 
one ſoules, and the ſoules of their Family, "=D j 
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v$ The Skilfull Teacher. 
formes us ther chere is very. few converted now adayes; Where ſnall wee find 
them thac indeavour the Converſion o6-others. Looke amongſt great men, ſach 


85 are in eminent places 3 Doe notthe Scripture ſay , Not many high, not mas 
ny mighty; not muny noble are calleds And dath not aur Saviour ſay , The 


MyRteries of the Goſpel are hid from the wiſe, and underſtanding in che world, 


Matth.11.25, And is it notwrittea , that builders laid afide Chriſt-the corner 
ſtoac, Afs 4; 11, How few inen in eminent places ſtand up for God, Where ſhall 


- we find converted Magiſtrates, and converted Gentlemen now adayes ? If chis bee 


their Charaer to ſreke the Conyver fion of others. So how few Cenyerts ſhall 
wee find amongſt Miniſters now adayes. Where are they that pray and ſtady, 
and preach, and ſweat to convert foules 2 And that mourne -for the obAiaacy of 
the people; when they [ce their Mintftery convere not foules tw God, as 12remz4b 
did. 7c. 13:17» lt for all this yee will nor heare, 'my foule ſhall weep in ſecret 
for your pride; And my eyes fhill rua dowae ceares, becauſe the Lords flock is 
carried away captive , Whether they would heare or ne , the Propher will 
mourne for their o>ſinacic and lardnefſ of heart; So when a. faichfull Mints 


ter is diligeat ro preach the word in ſeaſon , and our of ſeaſon , dividing the . 


word of truth aright , with a deſire to bring home ſoules ro God ; And yer the 
word proves a hardning letter ; Ic makes them gbe ap and downe mourning with 
the Propher, I have laboured in vaine , I have ſpent my —_ in vaine, 
the bellowes are burnt, and the lead is conſuined in the fire , and the Founder 
melcech in vaine ; for the wicked are not taken away, reprobate ſilver ſhall men 
call rhera ; becauſe the Lurd hath reje&cd them ; But where ſhall we finde ſuch 
Minifters ; Now wee may find many, pervert people ; Some with their corrngy 
Doftrine ; ſome with their flatteries and prophanencſle. ; but .where ſhall wee 
find ſuch as goe abour the worke in goed carneſt,, ro indeavour .to conyert ſoules 
to God, Truly, when wee looke abroad among it -the watchmen of our time, 
I feare wee ſhall finde bur tew ſuch. Sore few there are I am perſiyaded, make 
i their indeavour to convert ſoules, that fhudic ro approve themſelycs to God, 
workinen that neederh not to bee aſhamed ; Theſe are fo tarre I am confident 
from taking offence ar what I fay now, thatthey racher groane under-their burs 
den,and mourne for the lakewarmeneſle and prophaneneſſe of many af tha warche 
men of our time; for ifthis be a CharaRter of a fincere Convert , to indeayour 


! $ . 
the Converſion of others, How tew-of the yyatchmen of eur time. are fincore | 


Converts. So, amongſtthe Ordinary ſort of people, where ſhall wee find lincere 
Eonverts ? As for the moſt part'of people , rhey icarce have..a forme of ged- 


tinefe ; bur are fuch as lye in groflc pxophanencelle , or -{uch as are bur meere 


grolle Civilians. And -to come to prefeflours , the Scripture ſaith, many of 
them have a forme of godlinefte and deny the power ; Me thinks my hear hath 
laine like a ſtone in me; many times whea-l have :2oke notice of ſuch as haye 
beea glorious Prefeffours ,. yea, eminent brigh ftarres to the view of the World; 
When I have raken notice how lirtle Aeligion rhey have had in cheir Familics, 
how little teading the word , or praying /in their Families at any time ,; Some 


2. #/c, Tf converced perſons will endeayour the Converſion of others, it in. 
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dane. ns more for. their Children an4 ſervants then chey have done for. dieir 
beafts, provides for their bodies for rho day, and lertheir ſoules finke or ſwimue; 
It hath often made mee thinke of the P: opher David, thow.he hath cryed out-in 
P/jal. 1D, Help Lord, for chicre is not a godly manicfts A faichfull man who 
can find faich the wiſe man. How few are thece-ſervup the: worihip of God in 
their Farailies > Where thail wee find Hucbinds (moutning; over-aheir uncon- 
rerted Wires, and wives thourning over* their unconverted husbands >.-and pa- 
rents mourning ayer their Children , .and' ſervants that imſcarric; as Divid 
did for Ab/oloz , when he eried out, Oh! my ſonne 4b/olox, my ſonae, my ſon, 
Abſdlos : Would God I had died tor thee my ſenne, my ſonne 3 Where there is 
true Converfisn , there will bee an indeayeur w convert - others.:vand therefore 
it is to bs feared chere is bac a few ſincere Converts now a dayes, - | 

3. Fe, is for examination, Lerustrie our ſelves, whether ar no wee be- con« 
y2ricd owe (elves; Doc wee indeavour the converfivn of others > How decs i 
concerne all ſorts of people to come and weigh titemſelyes in the ballance of the 


SanQuary , and inquire into thicir' condicioas z What fruirs of Converſion ap7- ; 


peares in mae 25 a Magiſtrate, as a Miniſter, as a Maſter. of a Family > Huw 
doe I indeavour the Converſion of others 2 what cate have I of my owne foule > 
my Childrens ſoules, and Neighbours foules 3: and how doc I' moarne tercrhem 
thac remaine obſtinare > Doe I wich Loe- res for che abominations of che place 


where I live; And complaine with David , 'Woeis mce thar I am conſtrained - 


wdycll in Mfeſech , and inhabic inthe xencs of Keder; If thou be a truc Cons 
yertthus it will be wich chee 3 Ic is-yery remarkable , the example of the Thicfe 
upon the Croff: , hee was converted ar the 1a houre, -and rhay very:houre , or 


parc of an houre, his grace diſcovered.-ic ſelfe., hes ſoughtthe Converſion ot the - 
other thiefe,” as you may fee. in Luke 23. 409. Andthe. truth. is, true grace will - 
diſcover it ſelfe. When a ſoule hath once: tafted-of Gods goodnefte ,, and free- 


grace in [eſs Chrift, it cannot bur deſire char ethers might caſte it. Oh ! char 


my husband, my wife , my ſonne, my daughter, my Neighbours ; eh! char... 


their ſoales might live ; Lecascxamine our lelyes, is it thus with us, 

Secondly, # wee be converted our ſelyes, wee rejoyce arithe Converfien of 
others. The converzed Magiſtrate will joy to fee rhe Goſpel fleurtfh , and the 
Kingdoms of Heaven ſuffer violence ; The conyerred Miniſter will rejoyce te 
ſee Chrifh formed. in his Audirors , and to ſce thera walke in the wayes of the 
Lord ; The wite will rejoyce astne husbands Conyerſion , and the husbang ar 
the wives, and Parent at chele Childrens Converfion ; there is joy in Heavem 
for one finner thar is converted, Lake 15. Barif wee be ſuck as never regard our 
owne ſoules, ner the ules of others 3 Such, 2s inſtead of indeayouring che 
Canvertien, of orhers,peryert tae; doe what in us lic ro hinder it; arc ready io 
envic any looke Heaven-ward ; Doe what ia us lye te ip the buddings of grace 
inthe head ar ics fir diofloming ia others z or are wee ſuch as regard aor the 
ſoules of athers, lerchem fiake or Fyvinme. I proclaume from che God of Nea- 
yea this day, bee they whatchey will , cicher Magiſtrace, or Miaifter, or Ge- 
vernour of a Family z thcy aro not fiacere Coaverts, anddying in this eondich- 


®, they mit qxped poubing bu I——_— 
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The Skilfall Teacher, 2g 


for, cxcent they be cenyerad they 


40 The Sk:ilfall Teacher; ? 
all never oncer into the Kingdoms of Heaven , 2s out Sayione Chrift faih? 
Matth- x. 3, Exceps a man be cenverted » and become as a littls child , hee, 
ner enter into the Kingdome of Heaven 3. So that we muſt looke 'for q 
. change, or neyer tooke td came _in the Kingdorye of Heaven, Mee chinks che | 
heanng of this BoRrine- feuld make onr bloud runne coole in qur veines , they 
have never yet to this day regarded oun ewne ſoulcs,, nor the Toules of others; 
thay if wee were true Conyerte eur ſelves, wes would indezyour the Converfion 
ef athers ; bur I haſten to a uſe of cxhorration. | 
To it fo, char converted Chriſtians will indeavour ts conyerr others ; . Then 
all you that have tafted of Gods geodnefſc in this particular , in whom the Lord. 
th wrought this warke of ſaving Converſion ; Dove you wonder. at the frees. 
grace a od in working this works of gew Creation in you, and give hm the. 
ary-Or 1t; c | ENBEL E tv 
Secondly, from: hence rake comfort , thar God, that ſquares finners for lis. 
anc uſe, did nor ſquare thee <6 ca@ thee away ; but to bring thee to bee uſefull, 
fer his glory here , andre glerific thee hereafter. wn tes 1 x] 
- Thirdly, walke an a changed pcople. / And fourthly, indeayour the Converſy, 
on of qthers, as Chriſt ſaid ro Pezer, -When thou, art; converted, firengihen thy, 
Brethren. Indeavour the Conyerfion of: your ; new rclations, and your, Nejgh: | 
beurs by praying for them, and-meurning over them 5.and inſtiufting of them, 
chough ic be nar in thy power to change the hicarr , -yer that God that ordinarily 
workes by meancy , = is found iathe uſe of the meanes, hee may be found o;.. 
thee in ſuch a way xz He can carry.hame thy inftruRions with power to the ſou] j,! 
of him; or her thou dock inftructs aud make the meaneecficRuall ; and thoup 
rhay canſt doe it bur weakly ;* yet, Who hatt deſpiſed. the day. of ſmall cþ1 y. 
God can worke by the weakeft meaties ; Diſcharge thau thy duty, and icavc. thx 
ſucceſſe to God ,-and thau wilt yer nga comfort , and peace of Conlcienc| 
in ts 51.0, 
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